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Make your own Leaders 
The last few days I have been making my 
own tapered leaders.  It is not hard and I 
have fun making them.  And my cost per 
leaders is less than $0.50.  The tip rings 
adds most of the cost to my leaders.  They 
sell for $0.10 to $0.50 each.  But even if 
you pay $0.50 each, your cost for the 
tapered leader is less than $1.00.  I know a 
lot of fly fisherman who makes their own 
leaders and I am sure they are different 
than mine. But let’s get started with mine. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Materials: 
Amnesia – Red - 20 lbs 
Amnesia – Green – 15 lbs 
Maxima Ultragreen – 10 lbs 
Tippet Rings – 2mm 
 
I use 2.5 feet of Amnesia 20 lbs and tie a 
perfection loop on one end.  That will use 
about 6 inches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then I tie a blood knot attaching the 20 lb 
and the 15 lb Amnesia. 
 
 

This will use about 6 inches of line for both 
materials.  The Amnesia Red 20 lbs is 
about 1.5 feet long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then I tie a blood knot attaching the 15 lb 
and the 10 lb Maxima.  This will use about 
6 inches of line for both materials.  The 
Amnesia Green 15 lbs is about 1.5 feet 
long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attaching the tippet ring is the tricky part 
and if you are not careful, you will lose your 
rings never to be found again.   
Separate one ring from the others and 
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          Fly in my Email  
           Dennis Stead 

slide your Maxima line through the ring.  
Careful slide it off the tippet ring holder 
and close the holder.  Put your tippet ring 
in your fly tying vise. 
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Tie an improved clinch knot.  Then put UV 
on all the knots.  The Maxima is 4 feet 
which makes your tapered leader 7 feet 
long.   My tapered leader is done. 
 
 
 
 
 
When I get to the stream I am fishing, I 
add on the length of fluorocarbon, 6, 4, or 
2 lbs.  If I want to change the length or 
weight of my fluorocarbon, I cut off at the 
tippet ring and add on the new. 
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If you do not want to receive this and 
would like to be removed from my email, 
just let me know. I will remove your 
email address. 
 
Also check out our MTFA web site for 
other articles you may have missed.  
Click on the following to get there: 

http://www.mtfa-
springfield.org/resources/library/pdf-

downloads/ 
 

Or see other Flies in my Email by 
clicking this link - http://www.mtfa-

springfield.org/fly-in-my-email/ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Don’t forget about our Branson Fly 
Fishing Expo next week on the 26th 
and 27th of July. 
 
70 Fly Tiers will be there of those 2 
days. 
 
They have great raffle and auction 
items. 
 
See you there. 
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