


Missouri Trout Fishermen’s Association - Springfield Chapter

Calendar of Events for July 2017

July 5, 2017 Branson MTFA Monthly Meeting, Lions Club @ 6:00pm – 9:00 PM

July 6, 2017 Springfield MTFA Monthly Meeting, Springfield Nature Center@ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

July 8, 2017 Fishing trip to Taneycomo

July 28, 29, 2017 MTFA Fly Fishing Fair, Branson/Hollister Lion’s Club times TBA

August 1, 2017 Branson MTFA Monthly Meeting, @ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

August 3, 2017 Springfield MTFA Monthly Meeting, @ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

*********************

From Harry Morgan, MTFA President:
Dear fellow club fly fishers;   

The James River float trip was really fun. The only people that didn’t have fun where the people that 
didn’t go. Three of the people floating along were John Bush, John Dozier and myself.  It was my first 
trip with a kayak. After I got accustomed to the feel of it then it was fine. The flow was high enough 
that we didn’t have to drag a lot. Not a lot of fish caught but all in all a good trip. 

Our first ever expo is full. With 60 tiers from all over the Midwest and 19 vendors this has to be the 
largest fly fishing show in the state of Missouri so far. This thing is right around the corner so we need 
to be ready for it and I’m sure we will. A lot of people are excited about it and have worked hard to 
make it a reality. There are some really nice items for raffle this year so be ready for that. Howard 
Hawkins, Bob Randall and myself went to Branson and laid out the seating arrangement for tiers and 
vendors.   Everything looks good there. We even found a place to put a casting pool. 

Bob Randall sold his house so he is homeless but he is looking for another one in Nixa, Ozark, or 
Southern Springfield. I wish him good hunting. Hope you all can catch a lot of fish. See you at the next
meeting July 6th at 6:00 P.M. conservation center.

Harry Morgan

*****************
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From Bob Randall: Trout Vision, continued
Trout visual perspective: 
When I pick up an Adams dry fly to admire it, I see it from the side.  Depending on how it was tied, I 
see the wings clearly.  I never look at it from below like trout do.  

When fished, the Adams sits in the surface film and the fish see it from below or, at best, at an angle 
from below.  Saying that an angle is "at best" is strictly from the human perspective.  For trout, the 
greater the angle, the less clearly they see it.  They easily see the parts that are below the surface film 
(hackle tips which I imagine as looking like legs).  Since light reflecting off of those hackle tips simply
passes through water without changing medium into the eye of the trout, it should be fairly clear.  They
see the parts above the water through the change of medium (air to water), refraction and all.  The air 
part of the fly may not be as clear.  There is something at the boundary of the water medium and the air
medium, the surface tension. 

Hydrogen bonds draw molecules together and shape the surface oddly where anything touches it.  It 
distorts the light somewhat and anything immediately on the surface is seen from below as dimples.  
The Adams dry fly that I admired doesn't look the same to the trout.  Theirs must be an astigmatic 
world. Oh well, I just have to present the fly, I don't have to eat it.   All you have to do is try to figure 
out where the fish are, then determine what they are eating and match the shape and color as well as 
you can to the flies in your fly box.  Then you just have to get the fly to the fish, make a good 
presentation, set the hook, play the fish, then keep it alive until you can release it safely.  Easy, right?  
Tight lines. 

I must give credit to others as this is not my original research.  I had planned another article some time 
back but never did much with it.  When I was tasked with editing the newsletter a couple of months 
ago I quickly put the first article together from memory and my notes.  I was unable to give proper 
credit. 

Thanks to Larry Wegmann for sparking my original interest while he was teaching the MSU fly fishing
course, as well as information, photos, and tips for the articles.
Here are some links to other good resources:

http://troutfodder.blogspot.com/2011/11/through-eyes-of-trout.html
http://www.bing.com/images/search?
q=trout+vision&qpvt=trout+vision&qpvt=trout+vision&FORM=IGRE
http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/trout-fishing/what-does-the-trout-see/
https://www.troutprostore.com/class/color_vision_trout_eyes

Editor’s Note:
On the next page are some photos to help you get an idea of what Bob is talking about.

(cont. on page 4)
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How a Trout Sees A Fly
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2017 MTFA -Springfield Chapter Officers

President Harry Morgan
417-890-1727

h.topwater@gmail.com

President Elect Sam Stewart
Sam.stewart@mdc.mo.gov

537-776-5138

Secretary Bob Randall
bobbyleensandy@hotmail.com

417-224-1104

Treasurer Pat Collins pcollins5@aol.com
417-655-0746

Past President Bob Randall bobbyleensandy@hotmail.com
417-224-1104

3 Year Executive 
Committee Member

John Bush and Charlie Stewart

2 Year Executive 
Committee Member

Russ Doughty and Jerry Jester

1 Year Executive 
Committee Member

Bill Burke and Dick Deerfield

Branson Chapter Howard Hawkins 
pdgpcc@yahoo.com

417-234-6806 

Monthly meetings at the Springfield Nature Center are the first Thursday of the month at
6:00 PM for Fly tying and 7:00 PM for programs and business meeting.

Committee Chairs

Program Chair – Kim Schultz
Education Chair – Ralph Eichholz
Social Chair – Lezley Chastain and John Bush
Newsletter Editor – Eve Krit-Anderson
Librarian – Dennis Stead
Equipment & Supplies – Wayne Frizzell and Kim Schultz
Web Page – Brent Simmons
Membership Chair – Bob Randall
Liaison to National and State Affiliate fly fishing Association – Bob Randall
Public Relations – Bob Randall

If you would like to submit an article for the MTFA newsletter, please put   MTFA in the email subject
line and send to Eve. Send Articles to: ekanderson@hotmail.com

The web sites:
           MTFA Website Facebook E-mail
www.MTFA-Springfield.org     facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/   MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com
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