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The January Meeting is Thursday, January 5,  

from 6 to 9pm at the Library Center  

Community Room A.  

The January meeting is when the Chapter President submits 

the annual budget for approval. Wanna know about the  

money or have input? The 2023 Proposed Budget is on page 7 

and the 2022 Balance Sheet is on page 8 of this newsletter. Or 

you can come to the meeting to find out.  

 Feel free to bring you fly tying gear, show off your fly tying 

skills, and watch Harry Morgan tie our featured fly,  

the Griffith’s gnat.  

Fly Tying night: January 26, 6-9pm, Library Center, Harrison Room. 

http://www.MTFA-Springfield.org
facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/
mailto:MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com


From President Kim Schultz:  

We survived the December cold artic blast. The late Aunt Bessie, my wife’s great aunt would remark snow 

on the ground for a week would be a hard winter for the Ozarks and it looks like a week of cold will end 

with warmer temperatures for January. Even with the recent cold snap, wading in cold waters is almost 

unthinkable for most, the thoughts of fishing can be enhanced at the bench with vise in hand, tying a few 

favorite patterns to fill the boxes of flies we hope to fish for the coming year. 

The late, Bill Butts Sr. would begin each year by tying at least two dozen flies a day until opening day for 

trout at Bennett Spring State Park. That would be approximately 120 dozen flies or a total of 1440 flies to 

fish with for the rest of the year. He always had more flies than he could fish with for the entire year. For 

me, when sitting at the bench, I can travel back to a special day on a stream and replay the events in my 

head, which is almost as pleasant as being there. That is the joy for me, to tie a few flies and reminisce, like 

the smell of fresh cut hay taking one back to childhood memories on the farm or a hot apple pie cooling in 

the kitchen will trigger images from days gone by. Even if you find the weather to be too harsh to fish, con-

sider tying a few flies or read a good book by John Gierach or Robert Traver. 

Our next meeting, January 5, 2023, will be at the Library Center on south Campbell. I will call for an execu-

tive meeting to discuss and approve a budget for 2023. The club finances are solid with some concerns for 

income for the next year. I see no issues to next year’s budget and the executive committee accepting the 

budget. I’ve asked Bob to attach the 2023 proposed budget for all to see, providing transparency to the ac-

tions of the club. 

I want to open the meeting by discussing next year’s activities and programs. We usually have several so-

cial gatherings (Mountain Spring, May Fish Fry, hosting 2023 MTFA Derby) and programs presentations by 

local guides, MDC staff or members. I need to know the interest from each and most members, so consider 

to possibilities and bring them to the meeting for discussion. 

Thanks and tight lines… Kim Schultz 

 ..... I make it a rule never to weigh or measure a fish I’ve caught, but simply to estimate its dimensions as 

accurately as possible, and then, when telling about it, to improve those figures by roughly a fifth, or twen-

ty percent. I do this mainly because most people believe all fishermen exaggerate by twenty percent, and 

so I allow for the discounting my audience is almost certain to apply........ Ed Zern ........ “Are Fishermen re-

ally Liars?” (1977)  

**************************************************************************************** 
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President: Kim Schultz      Vice-President: Pat Taggart 

417-860-0264     417-844-4178 

kim_schultz@sbcglobal.net   cptaggart@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Bruce Hinkston   Treasurer: Dennis Stead 
417 838-0713     417-380-3687 
bruce.hinkston@gmail.com   dmstead@aol.com 
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We had our annual meeting and Christmas dinner December 1. There was a good turnout at 

about 40 people present. The election of chapter officers for 2023 took place, as well as a raffle and auction for 

charity. We'll report on the amount collected later.  

New Officers for 2023: 

President Kim Schultz 

President Elect Pat Taggart 

Secretary Bruce Hinkston 

Treasurer Dennis Stead 

3 Year Executive Committee Members Steve Young and Bill Huyett 

 



Fishing Reports:   

Dick Solomon, 12/5/2022: Me and Keith Coffey were giant killers 

today at Bennet big one was number 45 for me.   

 

Wayne Essary, BSSP, caught 

this nice one on a chamois 

worm.  

 

 

 

Bob Randall,12/5/2022: I fished at Bennett Spring Monday with pretty good success. I fished 

the upper portion of the outflow stream, below the stone bridge, and later below the Whis-

tle Bridge. A couple were pretty good fish although nothing like Dick Solomon's trout. Suc-

cessful flies were chammy worm, San Juan worm, a chartreuse mop worm, and a red wispy. I 

landed 25 trout and one teeny-tiny blue gill. There were many caddis flies (maybe size 20) in 

the air but none on the water surface. There was very little surface activity, although I did 

see a number of midges (size 30-ish) flying around. Caddis fly adults live longer than mayfly 

adults so seeing caddis flies in the air doesn't mean that the hatch is happening at that mo-

ment.  Fished again on 12/9 and caught about 20 (I gotta start writing this stuff down soon-

er) and again with Larry Olson on 12/16 with about the same success. It was pretty cold. I 

fished Lake Taneycomo on 12/19. I only landed one and it was foul hooked. Most other an-

glers did no better but one guy landed four on soft hackles down below the old rebar hole. 

Harry Morgan, December 7, Rockbridge, “went to Rockbridge last 

Wed. and brought back 4 big-uns this 

one weighed 3 lb.” ...“White bass fish-

ing was very good in the Fall and early 

Winter from windy banks and from a 

boat. Nellie (Morrison) is a white bass 

guy. After that I went with Mike Kidd 

to Bennett one afternoon and caught 

many trout. Mike said he caught 60.“ 



Fishing Reports:   

Dick Solomon, Taneycomo, 12/11/2022: “Not a big fish by 

Tanney's standards, however when she headed into the 

main stream and took almost all of my backing off my reel 

she became a monster. All in all I caught over 20 fish up in 

outlet1 on a Brown Scud and Brown Pellet fly. We left at 

noon for a Cracker Barrel lunch. The river was almost as 

crowded Cracked Barrel. “ 

Tim Homesley of Tim’s Fly Shop at Roaring River: “The river 

is in great condition right now we are down to about 60 CFS right now that is a great flow. 

The dry fly fishing should be better this weekend and more than likely we will still be able to 

catch the trout on mop flies, mega worms, glow balls, and other assorted egg patterns, cop-

per Johns, hares ears, pheasant tails, scuds, Sow bugs, goods and zebra mages in assorted 

colors. Black, olive and brown woolly buggers have been good for me the last few weeks es-

pecially first thing in the morning. San Juan worms have been very good for the past few 

weeks, pink, orange, bright, red, and Oregon cheese yellow have been the best colors. Lots 

of trout still being caught on zebra midges and other small similar flies. We are back to using 

6X and 5X Tippit you can still use 7X if you want to but it is not really necessary yet I am still 

getting away with 4X early on Friday and Saturday but as the water gets clear, I will probably 

start using 5X more often.” 

Bruce Hinkston: My son, Ben, Bryon Letterman and I spent two days on Lake of the Woods, 

Minnesota ice fishing. We drove out 4.5 miles on the lake and fished near the Canadi-

an border over 28 ft of water. The fishing was off a bit due to the storm that had just went 

though, but we were able to catch some Sauger and Walleye. The 18th was my birthday and 

my present was this 22” Burbot. It was the first time any of us had ever seen a Burbot other 

than on YouTube. Everyone had a great time. It was definitely worth the 17 hour drive.       

 

Mike Kidd: During 2022 I fished 90 days and caught 1,066 fish !  



Fly Tyer and Artist:  

Two of our newest members are Pat Taggart and his grand-

son, Charlie McDaniels. Charlie has a big interest in learn-

ing to tie flies as seen in the photo with Pat assisting. Now 

Charlie has taken on a new project. He is creating a book of 

fly pictures of his own creation. Some day, we will be able 

to brag, “I knew him when he was just a kid.” Notice that 

his insect creations have six legs, head, thorax, and tail.  

Good job, Chaarlie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Interesting Blog:  Dennis Stead forwarded a link to a blog called “Flytying 

New and Old”. It has many good fly photos and some step by step instructions. It is orga-

nized by fly subject matter and types. For the flies that don’t have step by step instructions 

or recipes, you should be able to look at the fly and figure out how to put one together. It 

may take a few trial and error attempts but that’s how you learned to tie in the first place. 

My only complaint with this blog would be that the author uses names for flies that I can’t 

follow. For instance, he shows a fly called the Anderson Cross-Wired Bird of Prey. I would 

have called it something descriptive like a double wired bead head soft hackle. He uses a lot 

of designer names, which is fairly common in the fly world, but they are not descriptive. 

What would you expect from a fly named the Barney Google? Unless you’re old enough to 

remember the Snuffy Smith comic strip, you probably have no idea what that name means. 

Even if you did, you wouldn’t know what kind of fly it is: dry, nymph, streamer?  Still it is 

worth checking out this interesting blog.  

Flytying: New and Old (flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com)  

https://flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com/


 



Older newsletters through 2007 are archived here: http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/news-

events/newsletter/newsletter-archive/ 

If you would like to submit an article for the MTFA newsletter, please put MTFA NL in the 

email subject line and send to Bob Randall: bobbyleensandy@gmail.com 

More about us:     MTFA Website www.MTFA-Springfield.org   

 Facebook     facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/   

 E-mail  MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com  

Membership - Missouri Trout Fisherman's Association - Springfield Chapter (mtfa-springfield.org) 

MTFA-Springfield 2022 finances: budgeted and actual 

Sorry, it’s not easy to read but it fits the page. If you’re seeing this on a computer monitor, you should be able to enlarge it. At 

the top of your monitor screen, you should see a minus sign and a plus sign that you can use to control the size.  

Water levels: 

Roaring River water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service  

Taneycomo water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 

Bennett Spring water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 

http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/news-events/newsletter/newsletter-archive/
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/news-events/newsletter/newsletter-archive/
mailto:bobbyleensandy@gmail.com
http://www.MTFA-Springfield.org
facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/
mailto:MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/about/membership/
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=sgf&gage=rrsm7
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=sgf&gage=sogm7
https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=sgf&gage=bnsm7

