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The March Get-Together will be at the Springfield Nature Center 

from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. Our guest speaker for the March meeting is 

Mike Kidd. Last year he and Ron Ward flew to Iceland to fish for sea run 

brown trout & grayling. They fished lakes near Reykjavik. He will share 

some of his memories of the trip with a power point presentation.    

Chapter News:   

The picnic table project at BSSP is scheduled for Saturday, April 30th. We will 

be replacing the wood on 14 tables.  Contact Bruce Hinkston for information. 
 

We will be selling raffle tickets for 

the two flies tied by  

Larry Wegman and Steve Jensen. 

See Dennis Stead for raffle tickets. 

$5/ticket 

http://www.MTFA-Springfield.org
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Announcements:  Catch and Keep season opens on March 1 in the trout parks.                                               

2021 permits expire at the end of February. 2022 permits are available online. 

To: MTFA State Council members/delegates/chapter members 
The Missouri Trout Fishermen’s Association pre-derby meeting will be March 5, 

2022, at Bennett Spring State Park, to start at noon, you will find us in the backroom din-

ing area in the Park Lodge (Meeting Room). All members and guests are welcome to 

attend this open meeting. The Branson Chapter will host the Derby this year. The MTFA 

derby will be May 14-15, 2022, with Pavilion “B” secured for the weekend. The MTFA 

State Treasury will provide the funds to Branson for the purchase of 

derby prizes. 

Reminder: the MDC has changed 
the hours available for our meet-
ing to 5:30-7:30pm 
 

The next Sowbug Roundup will be held Mar 24th, 

25th, and 26th, 2022. The Sowbug Roundup is a three 
day fly tying and fly fishing show that is held in Moun-
tain Home Arkansas. There will be demonstrations by 
100+ expert tyers, seminars, tying & casting instruction, 
drawings, & auctions 
 
The Sowbug Roundup is basically a fly-tying show. The 
tiers come from all over the USA and there are usually 
two or three from overseas. The show floor is set up to 
facilitate access to the fly tyers. Attendees are very 
much encouraged to sit and talk to the tyer as he ties a 
fly. The tiers love to talk about fly tying, fly fishing, and 
how to tie a fly. 
 

Membership Dues for 2022 are due. If you have 

paid yours already, thank you. If you haven’t, please pay 

them at the March meeting. If I am not there, give them 

to Dennis Stead. You can mail your checks made out to 

MTFA-Springfield to Dennis at 4027 South Kentwood, Springfield, MO  65804. Dennis will 

pass the information to me. You only need to fill out the membership application if you 

have changes since last time. I’m trying to go digital.   Bob Randall 

Springfield Chapter Officers 

President: Bruce Hinkston 

417 838-0713 

BWHinkston@mchsi.com 

Vice-President: Kim Schultz 

417-860-0264 

kim_schultz@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary:  Allen Stanley 
allenrstanley@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer: Dennis Stead 
417-380-3687 
dmstead@aol.com 
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Fishing Reports:   

Mike Kidd: “John Bush and I fished the 

Little Piney on President’s Day and 

caught over 30 wild rainbows. On Fox 

squirrel nymphs size 14 and guides 

choice hares ear. “ 

 

 
 
David Ransin: “While sailing in the is-
lands, only landed 
one fish, a 4’ barra-
cuda, had to let 
him go, probably 
ended up being 
dinner for other 
fish because we 
had to gaff him to get the hook out…     

2.10.22, 9 
a.m. Sunny, 
good wind, 
trolling 
about 7 to 8 knots, Ballyhoo (about 8” long) as bait with 2 large 
hooks; steel leader, 60# test mono. “ 
 

Connie Erickson: “Charlie had a couple good days on the Texas surf in January and Febru-
ary.  One day he caught a 20 inch pompano with 24 inches as a record.  Some fishermen 
said it was the largest they had seen caught on the surf.  The other were whiting. “ 



Fishing reports continued: 
Russ Doughty: “Spent a couple hours at Crane with Chris Miller the other day. Caught a nice 14" wild 

rainbow Euronymphing. “ 
 

John Dozier: “Went down to Taneycomo Sunday arrived around 930 am . Walked down last staircase 

toward ladder that goes to hatchery. Caught 4 nice size trout on pine squirrel jig and olive Wooly Bug-
ger. Then went to number 1 outlet caught 2 on Grey scud. Only 2 other people caught fish on dry flies. 
One was a chocolate foam ant and other gentleman would not say. Beautiful day and had fun. “ 

 
Kim Schultz: “Feb 7 (Monday): (Bennett Spring SP) Today I had the opportunity to wear the white jack-

et, since there was snow on the ground. The white jacket provides cover from my surroundings. There 
were very few tracks seen on the trails, I’m assuming very few fishermen over the weekend since the 
snow fall. There were very few fishermen in the park this day, less than a dozen.  I fished below the 
stone bridge in zone 2. Did not see an emergence of mayflies with several spinners on the water late 
afternoon and the trout were eating them. It looked like the trout were taking midge lava or something 
else emerging, from the dimples on the water from trout feeding. I had a hard time hooking them, lots 
of looks. I fished for five hours, and hand released eleven. An eagle flew overhead and saw a dozen 
deer on the drive home.  

Feb 11 (Friday): I fished Bennett SP today, counted nearly 100 cars parked between the spring and the 

Whistle bridge. It was overcast, with a few sprinkles throughout the afternoon. I was able to get to the 
place I liked to fish, where it is hard for anybody to move in. There were spinners on the water. The 
trout seemed were less than enthusiastic about my presentations and flies. Fished for five hours hand 
released eight trout. Funny situation, I started out at the stone bridge and found a wad of monofila-
ment. I picked it up, twisted it together and stuffed it down my waders. After fishing a while, I had to 
change out my 2 lbs. tippet. I had left my tippet material in the car. So, I looked over the discarded line 
and found it to be near 2 lbs. and used it for the remainder of the day. A good deed provided a solution. 

FEB 14 (Monday): Jenn and I started fishing before 11. We started near the hatchery and fished al-

most the entire zone 1. With the bright sun, saw many fish. There were a few midge hatches, saw a few 
caddis flying by and very few mayflies. The trout were not interested in my offerings and only a few gave 
chase. I managed eight to hand. Most of them were on long cast to the opposite bank. I did see a water 
snake in the water and moved him with the tip of my fly rod. Jenn caught a few, took to a trail for a hike 
and run. 

 Feb 22 (Tuesday): I drove to Branson to fish Taneycomo and practice with a center-pin setup. I have 

plans to return to Michigan in March to fish the Pere Marquette River with my brother using this gear. 
The schedule indicated a no generation for a few hours after noon, so I took to practicing between 1 and 
2 outlets. With the incoming cold front and temperature drop, found my guides freezing. So, I gave it a 
few hours and decided to scout out Beaver Creek, the Pothole and Swan Creek. It has been a year since 
I’ve fished or seen the Pothole. It seems with the high water flooding this area, many for the trees have 
died and most of the limbs have fallen. The banks have been cleaned of debris, maybe it will be wade 
accessible for spring fishing. Beaver Creek was nearly over 12 feet five days ago; it was murky and a fast 
flow near Robert’s Ridge. I did find a gate lock at the entrance to Kissee Mill Park; not sure why. 
 
 My fishing plans/intentions for March and April; to return to this area to fish for walleye and wait for 
the white bass to run up rivers.” 
 



Fishing reports continued: 
Kim 

Schultz 

photos:   

 

 

 

 

  

John Bush: “Saturday was a trash pickup day with Southwest Missouri Fly Fishers at Crane Creek.  After 

picking up trash, I decided to fish the lower area as the flows had looked really good and it had been sever-

al years since I had fished that section.  I had already rigged my 7'6" 3 weight with a Guide's Choice Hare's 

Ear and a Flashback Pheasant Tail dropper under a Pat Dorsey style yarn indicator.  This combo almost al-

ways works on the blue ribbon streams and this day was no exception.  I managed to catch around 10, in-

cluding one that was about 13 inches and gave me at least 4 jumps during the fight.  I also had another nice 

one that popped the hook before I got a look at it.   

On Monday, I had taken the day off and called Mike Kidd the night before to meet at Little Piney 

Creek.  After cursing myself for getting 30 miles down the road and realizing I had left my boots and waders 

on the dryer from Crane Creek, I arrived around 9:15 from having to turn around to get them.  The water 

was a little high and dirty, but not so much that it was unfishable.  I had set up my 8'6" 4 weight on Sunday 

with the same setup I used at Crane.  The gate to the recreation area was closed so I had to walk about a 

half mile to the stream.  Mike was already there as our intention had been to meet earlier before the wad-

er mishap.  We had a really good day, with both of us catching over 20 fish and a few doubles while 

there.  No really large fish, but did have a few that were about stocker size.” 

   Locked gate at Kissee Mill 

Power site Dam—the Pothole 

Spinner returning to the water

-Bennett Spring SP  

Roaring River SP, last day of 
catch and release season Zone 1  



Bob Randall 

 

Fly Talk 

The Patriot Fly is an Adams dry fly tied in patriotic colors. Well, sort of. The 

abdomen is blue, red, and blue again with the red tied in a “Royal Wulff 

style”. The wings are white. 

While tying a few for fun, I kept eyeing the fluorescent orange thread over on 

the side of my tying bench. It didn’t seem that blue and orange would be 

quite right. I’m not sure why I thought trout would care if it was orange or 

red. I also had my eye on two left over grizzly hackle feather tips. Then the 

peacock herl caught my eye and I went to work on a variation. It was green, fluorescent orange, and green 

with grizzly black wings and hackle. I decided to follow the fly naming rule that goes like this: When you 

can’t think of a good name for your new fly, you name it something stupid. Examples might be the Whiskey 

and Soda Fly or the Goofus Bug. I named mine the Colorblind Patriot. Later, I realized that my new fly vari-

ant was really a variant of the Royal Wulff but the Colorblind Patriot is my choice and I’m sticking to it. If 

you have any negative thoughts on the name of my fly, I don’t want to hear them. 

• Materials: Hook: 16-10 Standard Dry Fly Hook. I used a 14. 

• Thread:  Fluorescent Orange 
• Tail: Pheasant tail feather fibers 

• Body:  green peacock herl with an orange thread middle. 
• Wing: As the old bear hunter (played by Will Greer) in the movie, Jerimiah Johnson, said, “Grizz”. 

• Hackle: Grizzly black.  Three wraps behind the wing and two in front of the wing. 

 

 



 

 

Casting Talk:  Rod Weights in pictures 

3 wt 

3-6 wt 

5-7 wt 

6-8 wt 

6-12 wt 

12 wt 



Older newsletters through 2007 are archived here: http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/news-

events/newsletter/newsletter-archive/ 

If you would like to submit an article for the MTFA newsletter, please put MTFA NL in the 

email subject line and send to Bob Randall: bobbyleensandy@gmail.com 

More about us:     MTFA Website www.MTFA-Springfield.org   

 Facebook     facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/   

 E-mail  MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com  

Membership - Missouri Trout Fisherman's Association - Springfield Chapter (mtfa-springfield.org) 

 

 

Water levels: 

Roaring River water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service  

Taneycomo water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 

Bennett Spring water level: National Weather Service Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service 
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