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Notes for the March Meeting  
Dennis Stead will speak about fly tying vices 

 

Missouri Trout Fishermen’s Association - Springfield Chapter 

Calendar of Events for March, 2020 
 
 
March 1 Fishing permit prices are going up on Mar 1, 2020. 
March 1 First Day of Regular Catch and Keep Trout Season in State Trout Parks 
March 5 MTFA-Springfield Meeting – Nature Center  @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
March 14 MTFA-State Council Pre-Derby Meeting – BSSP Lodge Restaurant 12 noon 
March 26 MSU Beginning Fly Fishing Class, Kemper Hall, Room 205, 6 pm – 9:50 pm 
March 26-28 Sowbug Roundup, Mountain Home, AR, Baxter County Fairgrounds 
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Chapter Business: 
MSU Student Union Fly Tying Event: We tied flies at the 
Plaster Student Union on February 25 as a joint event 
with the MSU Fly Fishing Club. The idea was to promote 
the fall class of the MSU Beginning Fly Fishing course as 
well at to promote the student fly fishing club. While we 
were not exactly overwhelmed with activity, we had 
some interest and may have new participants for both the 
club and the class. We hope to have more joint activities 
in the future. Present from MTFA was Dennis Stead, John 
Dozier, John Bush, and myself, Bob Randall. Present from 
the club were Club President Lia Biritz, Spencer Ingram, 
and Wesley Friske, the club’s faculty advisor. Thanks to all 
who participated. 
 
The spring MSU Beginning Fly Fishing Class is a go. 
Currently, we have 15 students signed up. The last day 
students can sign up for this class is March 24. We could 
use a couple more mentors. Please contact me, Bob 
Randall, if you can help. Classroom dates are: March 26, 
April 2, April 16, April 23 (No class April 9. MSU Spring 
Holiday). Field trip dates are:  April 30 (Mountain Springs 
Trout Park), May 2 (Roaring River State Park). 

The fall class is on the MSU calendar. The first day that 
students can sign up for this class is March 30. 

Fishing Reports:  
The C&R season for the state trout parks closed at the end of the day on February 10. 
Several of us were at Bennett Spring. I have been doing well this winter using scuds and 
pellet flies lately and decided to swing and strip some wooly buggers. I caught two 
below the Whistle Bridge. That’s it. Also, using a similar technique between the Gut 
Hole and the WB were Larry Olson and Keith Coffey. They didn’t do well either. Most 
other people around us were not doing well. However, John Bush and Mike Kidd were 
doing much better using grey scuds, pellet flies, top secret and root beer midges in the 
outflow stream from the last runway outflow to the “Gut Hole”. Bob Randall 
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Legislative Alert from the Conservation Federation of Missouri 
“The Federation vigorously opposes HJR 100 which attempts to force all 
regulations of the Conservation Commission through a political committee (the 
JCAR, or "Joint Committee on Administrative Rules").  It seeks to amend the 
Missouri Constitution to give JCAR the authority to strike down any regulations it 
objects to, like those designed to protect wild deer from the disease risks of the 
confined big game shooting industry, or regulations designed to support the 
eradication of feral hogs. 
 
 It also includes deer season, turkey season, waterfowl seasons, fishing, trapping, 
and any other Conservation Commission regulations that have led so many wild 
species, including those not pursued by hunters or anglers, to thrive in Missouri. 
 
Because the legislature cannot directly amend the Constitution, HJR 100 puts the 
matter on the November 2020 ballot, or "...  at a special election to be called by 
the governor".  Proponents will ask what's wrong with letting the people decide, 
when in truth they are just continuing their relentless attack on conservation on 
every front.  They intend to force the conservation community to spend time, 
money and energy fighting them off. 
 
Political management of wildlife failed so totally that many species, including 
deer and turkey, were nearly wiped out.  In 1936 Missouri voters responded by 
creating the Conservation Commission — giving it authority to work without 
oversight of the legislature.  This led to Missouri's model of wildlife conservation 
which is the envy of the nation. 
 
Politics must never replace science as the guiding light for the conservation of 
our fish, forests and wildlife.  HJR 100 poses a clear threat to all we have 
achieved.” 
In case you didn’t know, our club is affiliated with the CFM. 
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Pics of the Month:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Mike Kidd 
 

 
Some More About Steelhead in Missouri:  Last month, I thought I had settled the idea 
of steelhead in Missouri. Yes, they had been stocked in Lake Taneycomo years ago, but that 
program ended with no residual success. Then at the Hunt and Fish Show, I overheard 
someone talking about steelhead in the Eleven Point River. I didn't believe him, after all he 
was a fisherman and he might refer to any large, jumpy rainbow as a steelhead. Then it 
occurred to me that AR Fish and Game could have released steelhead, maybe even in 
Norfork Lake that might have survived and use the North Fork of the White River for 
migration to their spawning waters. Another possibility, I supposed, was that some rainbow 
sub-populations in the river might have retained and utilized enough steelhead genetic 
behavior to migrate downstream. I'm just not familiar enough with those waters to know if 
it's even possible to support a migration with cold enough water for the length of the 
migration. I wrote the MDC fisheries biologists who cover both the Eleven Point and the 
North Fork Rivers. They both verified that no steelhead stocking has taken place in those 
rivers, AFGC (Arkansas) has not stocked Norfork Lake with trout, and that “conditions don’t 
allow for the migration of Rainbow Trout from the lake to the river”.  So, if you happen to 
catch a large, pale-in-color, rainbow in Missouri waters that puts up a jumpy-hellufafight, 
brag about it all you want but don’t call it a steelhead. 
 
The steelhead is an anadromous form of the coastal rainbow trout or Columbia River 
redband trout that usually returns to fresh water to spawn after living two to three years in 
the ocean. Freshwater forms that have been introduced into the Great Lakes and migrate 
into tributaries to spawn are also called steelhead. 
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The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) will raise the prices of its an-
nual trout permits and daily trout tags starting in 2020. According to MDC, the 
price increases are needed to better cover its costs of running hatcheries and 
providing more than 1.7 million trout each year for public fish-ing. The prices 
have not been raised since 1999. 
Starting in 2020, the cost of an annual trout permit will go from $7 to $10 for 
anglers 16 years of age and older and from $3.50 to $5 for anglers ages 15 and 
younger. 
Also starting in 2020, the cost of a daily trout tag to fish at three of Missouri’s 
four trout parks -- Bennett Spring State Park, Montauk State Park, and Roaring 
River State Park -- will go from $3 to $4 for adults and from $2 to $3 for those 15 
years of age and younger. 
 
Trout Permit:  This permit is required to possess trout, except in trout parks 
where you must purchase a daily trout fishing tag. A Trout Permit is required for 
all winter fishing in trout parks and for all fishing year-round in Lake Taneycomo 
upstream from U.S. Highway 65 bridge. You must also have a fishing permit or 
qualify for an exemption (being age 65 or older is an exemption for a fishing 
permit but is not an exemption for the Trout Permit). 

 
MO Dept of Conservation and Trout Unlimited partnered to offer Missouri 
anglers their first “Trout Slam” . The Missouri Blue Ribbon Trout Slam honors anglers 
who can catch a trout in at least 5 of these 9 streams. Catch a trout in more than 5 Blue 
Ribbon streams and your level of achievement goes up. Participants who choose to, can 
have their successes listed on the MDC website. 
https://huntfish.mdc.mo.gov/fishing/trophies-certificates/blue-ribbon-trout-slam 

************************************************************************* 
 

Fly of the Month:   
Straggle Black Dennis the Menace  
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Video of the Month: Orvis Fishing Riffles for Trout 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=orvis+fishing+videos&view=detail&mid=7F8D689FE05DA962E0867
F8D689FE05DA962E086&FORM=VIRE 

************************************************************************* 

 
Link of the Month: Yellowstone Efforts to Restore Native Grayling 
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/yellowstone-national-parks-efforts-restore-native-
grayling/7714994

************************************************************************* 

 

I Wish I’d Said That 

#keepemwet 
“If you plan to take a picture make sure the fish is unhooked and not overly stressed before 
lifting it out of the water. When you do lift it out practice the #keepemwet mantra keeping 
the fish out just long enough for a picture. Keep the fish in the water—not over land—when 
taking the picture. Studies show the survival of certain trout species diminishes rapidly after 

just 20 to 30 seconds in the air.”  From Trout Unlimited, Skills: The basics of catch and 
release fishing by Brett Prettyman April 5, 2017 

************************************************************************* 
 

Older newsletters through 2007 are archived here: http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/news-
events/newsletter/newsletter-archive/ 
 
If you would like to submit an article for the MTFA newsletter, please put MTFA NL in the 
email subject line and send to Bob Randall: bobbyleensandy@gmail.com 
More about us: 
          MTFA Website www.MTFA-Springfield.org      
 Facebook     facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfield/   
 E-mail  MTFA_Springfield@yahoo.com 
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