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Next Meeting:  June 5, 2019 * Due to the 

potential extreme weather event predicted 

for Tuesday and Wednesday, this month’s 

meeting will be cancelled. 

Where: Branson Lions Club 

1015 E. Hwy 76 

Branson, Missouri  

When: 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 

7:00 PM-9:00 PM Business Meeting 

President’s Message: 

 

President’s Message  
 
The Branson MTFA will have our 
monthly meeting on May 1st at 
Rockbridge Trout Ranch located close 
to Ava Missouri. We plan to meet at 9 
am at the lodge and plan to fish till lunch 
and eat at the restaurant.  We can fish 
after lunch too if we wish .  We get to 

fish without paying the daily fee since 
this is the first Wednesday of the month. 
 
 
Several MTFA members fished at 
Montauk a week ago and many fish 
were caught on green wispy’s. 
This was a Springfield MTFA outing. 
 
On April 18 the Springfield Mtfa had 
their annual outing at Mountain Springs 
Trout Ranch and members got to fish 
free for 2 hours or so. The hourly rate is 
$35 so by joining the Springfield Mtfa 
you more than make up for the 
membership fee of $15. I enjoyed 
catching 24 trout all over 3 pounds.  
Dick Solomon caught over 40 trout!  
Members cook hot dogs and bring side 
dishes and water and soda. 
 
The EXPO planning is moving along 
nicely.  Monthly meetings are held and 
planning continues.  Ron Leggins and 
Mike Kidd went to Branson businesses 
and have been obtaining donations for 
Expo prizes. 
 
The monthly litter cleanup at the dam 
continues on the 3rd Saturday at the 
pavilion.  We usually get there at about 
9am and stay until about 2pm. 
 
Fishing Reports  
 
Mike Kidd and Ron Ward went to the 
Montauk area and Ron shot a 21 pound 
gobbler and Mike shot a 20 pound 
gobbler  
 
Trout fishing at Montauk Park and the 
Current River was slow but many trout 
were caught on green wispy’s fished 
with a full sink line. 
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Mike Kidd fished at Mountain Springs 
with the Springfield club and caught fish 
on any fly that hit the water.  Trout 
average over 3 pounds and Mike caught 
a Golden trout in addition to all of the 
rainbows. 
 
 
Mike 
 
I fished with Steve Fritz at Bennett 
Springs on the 18, 19, and 20.  Due to 
unseasonably cool temperatures on 
Thursday and Friday, the crowds were 
very light. So I had the chute below the 
hatchery to myself most of the day.  I did 
get to help a couple of new fly fishers 
catch their first fish on a fly rod.  Steve 
Fritz battled with a three to four pound 
fish for several minutes before the hook 
pulled The fish were very cooperative 
once you figured out what they wanted. 
A # 16 gray scud with a florescent hot 
spot worked really well for me in the 
morning with a ruby midge in a size # 20 
mid day and a Davy Wotton sow bug 
tied with a red tinsel stripe down the 
back in size # 16 did well till the horn 
went off in the evening 
 
 
Calendar of events: 
  

May1    ……Monthly meeting 

May 18-19 State Trout Derby                

        Bennett Springs 

May’s Pavilion clean up will be 

canceled so that member’s will 

be able to attend the State 

Derby.  

 

 

Fishing Reports 

This report is courtesy of 

Lilley’s Landing! 

 

April 24 fishing report 

I was prepared to offer a not-so-good fishing 

report this evening but there’s a glimmer of 

hope  emerging.  

It’s been tough for most of the main lake 

anglers.  Blame it on the cold water (but it’s 

been the same all winter).  Blame it on 

constant 6,500 cfs flow (but it’s been the 

same for weeks).  Blame it on the wind, rain 

and bright sun.  I’ve run out of things to 

blame slow fishing on!  May be we haven’t 

found what they want.  

I’m a jig fisherman — that’s what I do.  And 

I tend to give up if they’re not taking a jig in 

a way I think they should take it.  I mean, 

there’s patterns that are established that are 

time tested, proven to work!  And if they’re 

not biting, well, they’re not hungry.  

So yesterday, I caught trout on a small, 

1/32nd ounce black/olive jig, black head 

using 2-pound line working an inside bank 

where the current was slower than the main 
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channel.  I thought I had found a pattern I 

could build on.  

This morning, I hit the same bank, same jig 

and had the same luck.  But I hadn’t tried 

this pattern any other place on the lake.  No 

time… on to work. 

This evening I had some time before 

meeting the family at Thai Thai so me and 

Jackson took a jon boat out, up to the same 

bank I had worked two times prior.  And 

yes, they were still taking my jig.  But this 

time I worked it fast and shallow, not letting 

the jig sink much at all.  And they liked it 

very much. 

Just after I passed the pump station building, 

I saw a good size trout take a midge mid 

lake, behind me.  I threw at it and caught it.  

Cool!  Threw to the middle again and caught 

another. 

Boated back up but this time I guided the 

boat to the bluff bank. But I didn’t work 

close to the bank or the eddies.  I throw way 

off the bank and worked it fast and shallow 

and… I caught some nice rainbows.  Lots of 

them.  The last trout was a good brown, 

about 18 inches, which snapped my 2-pound 

line.  Of course, I hadn’t retied the jig on 

after over a dozen fish so I asked for it. 

OK then… I established a good pattern that 

was working not only in slower current but 

mid lake.  Granted, no wind and cloudy 

skies helped the bite I’m sure but it’s a sign 

of good things to come — I’m hoping. 

The idea of a small jig is that in these 

conditions, the jig isn’t sinking very fast.  

The fast, jerky action of the jig must bring 

them out of the deep and the dead drop 

triggers the strike.  The water is clear 

enough you can see the flash of the fish, 

slashing at the lure.  It’s pretty fun. 

I wonder if a fly fisherman could imitate this 

action with a beaded woolly bugger?  I bet 

so. 

The other hot spot has been the warm water 

feeder creeks.  Our lake water temperature 

has held at 43-44 degrees for weeks — 

that’s cold even for trout.  These creeks, 

namely Turkey, Coon and Roark, have a lot 

of rainbows in them.  What I have heard is 

that either a jig or a Berkley pink worm 

under a float only 2-3 feet deep is catching 

them.  

Guide, Chuck Gries, told me this morning 

that his clients have been doing pretty good 

catching bigger rainbows and a few browns 

while drifting up below the dam with a 

variety of flies under an indicator.  He’s 

using a tandem which consists of a scud, 

zebra midge, egg fly and a San Juan worm.  

He said the numbers are low but the quality 

of trout they’re getting makes the trip up 

worth it. 

And From River Run, we have the following 

report: 

Water Logged! 
April 26th, 2019 

Gorgeous day today.  low 70s, lots 

of sunshine, and right now, just a 

little wind.  Understand the wind 

factor will increase.  Tomorrow, we 

are expecting upper 70s, and rain, 

especially in the a.m.  Sunday will 

be mid 60s, cloudy and isolated 

http://www.riverrunoutfitters.com/2019/04/water-logged/
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thunderstorms later in the day.  

Next week looks like 70s all week, 

and chances of showers (40-50%) 

Monday through Thursday.  Ugh! 

Broken record, two units running 

24/7.  We are close to power pool 

at 915.45, but expecting rain again 

tomorrow.  Cross your fingers.  We 

have had enough rain. Beautiful 

day last Monday.  Lots of sunshine 

with two units running.  Gina had 

Leroy from Texas on the water for 

half a day.  Good, fun day for 

Leroy on the ruby 2.   Warren and 

Lee got here from Kansas around 

noon and spent the rest of the day 

on the water with Carolyn.  They 

boated lots of fish on…..yep!…the 

ruby 2 under the big ruby.  If it 

ain’t broke, don’t fix it.  This has 

been and is still working almost 

every day! 

Tuesday, Howard and Richard 

spent half a day on the water with 

Carolyn.  Very good day for these 

guys on the same stuff, ruby 2 

under the big ruby.  Tried stripping 

a little and the fish were not 

interested in anything we threw to 

them so we went back to our fish 

catching patterns.  Another 

beautiful day! 

Mid-week, Wednesday, the fog and 

rain moved in.  Rain was supposed 

to have let up early morning.  

NOT!  Stayed with us almost all 

day and so did the fog. 

Gina had Jim and Alec out for the 

day.  Really good day for these 

guys on the ruby 2 under the big 

ruby!   Carolyn had George and 

Robert out for half a day and they 

too had a really good day on the 

same patterns.  Lots of doubles for 

all the guys. 

And another rainy day, Thursday, 

Carolyn took Tim and Mike out for 

half a day.  This was Tim’s first 

time with a fly rod, so we went 

through the basics.  Know he will 

be hearing “mend” and “set” in his 

sleep.  Great, fun day for these 

two.  Tim is“hooked”.  He did very 

well for his first time out with a fly 

rod.  Lots of fish to the boat. 
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Hopefully the water on Taneycomo will 
be wadeable by mid August!  Until then 
remember that the trout parks are going 
full tilt and Crane creek should be pretty 
good till the heat hits in June – July.  
Also the pay to play places, Mountain 
Spring Trout Park and Rockbridge Trout 
Ranch are another possibility.  
Remember that Rockbridge Trout 
Ranch has a locals discount the first 
Wednesday of every month! 

 

 
                                                  

President 

Mike Kidd 314-606-7039 

Mike.kidd01@gmail. 

com 

   

Vice President  Ron Ward 417-294-3769 

ronkward@gmail.com 

 

   

Secretary Roger 

Heimerson 

Heimr56@gmail.com    

Treasurer Howard 

Hawkins 

417-544-0056 

pdgpcc@yahoo 

.com 

   

Past President Matthew Peet     

Executive 

Committee 

1 Year 

Ron Leggins     

Executive 

Committee 

2 Year 

Pat Malone 

Ron Ward 

    

Executive 

Committee 

3 Year 

 Paul Sheppard 

Chris Nash 

    

 

mailto:Mike.kidd01@gmail
mailto:ronkward@gmail.com
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Branson Fly Fishing Expo First Annual         

Fly Tying Contest  

The 2019 Branson Fly Fishing Expo is just 

around the corner.  To commemorate our 

third annual event, we’ve decided to hold a 

fly tying contest.  This competition is open 

to one and all with the exception of the 

Expo committee and selected judges.  To all 

interested tyers, remember you can’t win 

unless you enter. There are many very 

talented tyers out there who often go 

unnoticed, don’t let that be you. I can tell 

you from personal experience that viewing 

the look of amazement on your companions 

faces when they see your fly, top-center in 

the fly plate is, as they say “priceless”!  

Winners from each category will receive a 

plaque to commemorate the event and 

have their fly featured in the “fly plate” to 

be auctioned on Saturday, July 27, 2019 at 

the Branson Fly Fishing Expo!   

Rules have been kept to a minimum.  The 

entrant must tie the fly submitted for 

judging.  Each entry must include the name, 

address, phone number, and email address 

along with two flies for each pattern 

submitted (they must be exactly the same 

size, color, etc.).  You need to include the 

recipe for the fly, instructions on how to 

fish it and the category you wish to have it 

judged in.  There will be nine categories; 

nymph, dry fly, wet fly, traditional 

streamer(single hook), articulated streamer, 

bass bug, salmon/steelhead, salt water and 

best in show.  You may submit as many 

patterns for as many categories as you 

want. You can win a maximum of three 

categories (best in show is considered a 

category).  All flies submitted will become 

the property of the Branson Fly Fishing 

Exposition and will not be returned.  Any fly 

that contains real insect parts (legs, wings, 

etc.) will be eliminated from competition.   

The decision of the judges is final.  

Committee members and judges are not 

eligible to participate in the contest.    

To participate, all you have to do is send 

your flies, recipes, and fishing instructions 

to me, Matthew Peet % MTFA Branson, 

 P. O. Box 1962, Branson, MO 65615-1962  

All entries must be received by June 1, 

2019. Winners will be announced June 

15,@ www.mtfa-springfield.org and 

www.facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfie

ld/events/   

Matthew Peet 

Come on every one, get to the tying table 

and get your entries ready to send in. 

Remember you can’t win unless you enter! 
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Knot of the month. 

Surgeon’s Knot 

 

Surgeon’s Knot Tying 

Instructions 

      Lay the line and leader on top of one    

      another, overlapping each other by  

      several inches.                 

Form a simple loop. 

 

Pass both the tag end and the entire leader 

through the loop 2 times. 

 

(Optional) Pass both tag end and leader 

through the loop an additional time to tie 

the 'Triple Surgeon's Knot'. 

 

Moisten knot and pull all 4 ends tight. 

 

  

Quote of the Month 

“If fishing is religion, fly fishing is high church.” 

Tom Brokaw 

 

Fly of the Month 

The Ruby 2 

 

This is another fly that is used at River 
Run Outfitters.  Carolyn Parker from River 
Run showed us this fly at the Branson 
MTFA meeting.  See it and other flies 
from River Run Outfitters 
at http://www.riverrunoutfitters.com/fly-
recipes/.   This is a great fly for overcast 
days but per Carolyn, this fly works great 
just about all the time.  Easy fly to tie. 

http://www.riverrunoutfitters.com/fly-recipes/
http://www.riverrunoutfitters.com/fly-recipes/
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Rudy-2.jpg
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Ruby-2.jpg
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Materials 

 Hook: Tiemco TMC100, or 
TMC101 

 Hook Size: 16, 18, 20 
 Bead: Copper – Brass or Tungsten 
 Body: Red Holographic Tinsel 
 Ribbing: Small Black Wire 
 Thread: UNI-Thread 8/0, Black 

Tying Steps 

 

Fishing Instructions: Cast across stream 
and let drift down and strip back.  Use a 
sinking line or sinking leader. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Step-1-4.jpg
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Step-2-4.jpg
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Step-3-4.jpg
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Step-4-3.jpg
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Hey everyone, the State Derby at Bennett 

Springs is on the 18th  & 19 th of this month. 

See the flyer below for more information.  

This is going to be our outing for May, so I 

hope everyone can attend and join in on 

the festivities. 

 

 

 


