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Next Meeting:  March 6, 2019 

Where: Branson Lion’s Club 

1015 E, Hwy 76, Branson MO 

When: 6:00-7:00 PM Fly-tying 

 7:00-9:00 PM Meeting 

President’s Message: 

 

Our March meeting will be on 
Wednesday March 6, 2019 at the 
Branson Lion’s Club.  Fly tying 
demonstrations will begin at 6pm and 
the meeting will start at 7pm. 
 
The meeting will be on Bone Fishing in 
Belize.  Ron Ward and I will provide 
pictures and all necessary information 
for members who are interested in 
saltwater fishing with a fly rod. 
I never dreamed that I would ever go 
bone fishing so don’t rule it out! 

Our guest speaker will be Bill Shank 
who organizes trips to Belize and also 
Alaska.  He will provide pictures and all 
information regarding trips for bone fish 
in Belize and for trout and salmon in 
Alaska. 
Ron Ward and I went bone fishing on 
BILL’s last trip a week ago and had a 
great time.  Our wives loved the trip too.   

 

SOUTH WEST POWER ADMIN. 

Generation Schedule 

1-866-494-1993 

www.swpa.gov 
 

 
 

Snorkeling, jungle river cruises, Mayan 
Ruins, and sightseeing and shopping 
were also enjoyable.  
 
If you want to stay current on the latest 
fishing reports on Taneycomo you 
should get on Phil Lilley’s Facebook 
page for his daily reports.  His One Cast 
video is very informative! 
 
Shad are currently going through 
Tablerock Dam and into Taneycomo.  
White jigs are really catching fish from 
boats as the water is too high to wade. 
Everyone has heard about the new 
Missouri state record Brown Trout 
caught last week on a sculpin colored 
jig.  Lilly’s Landing sells them. 
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Members should invite other members 
and even non-members to go fishing 
together. No matter how much you know 
there are others who know more. 
 
Ron Ward and I participated in the 
Crane Creek cleanup last Saturday with 
the Southwest Missouri Fly Fishers.  We 
removed about 20 tires and tons of 
other trash. 
 
Mike 
 

 

 
Calendar of events: 
 
March 1. Opening day at Trout Parks 
 
March 1. MTFA outreach @ Larry’s Fly 
Shop, 8:00am-12pm 
 
March 6. Regular meeting at Lions  Club 
  
March 9. Club outing @ Bennett 
Springs.8am…………….. 
 
March 9. MTFA derby meeting at  
Bennett at 1pm 
 
March 10. Daylight savings time  
 

March 20. Expo meeting in Springfield 
 
March 16. Dam litter removal at 10 am 
until 2pm 
 
March 27-30 Sow Bug in Mtn  Home 
Arkansas  
 
April 1.MODOT has announced, will be 
the last day of snow removal (LOL)! 
 
 
 

 

                                                   

President Mike Kidd 314-606-7039 

Mike.kidd01@gmail. 

com 

   

Vice President  Ron Ward 417-2943769 

ronkward@gmail.com 

 

   

Secretary Roger 

Heimerson 

Heimr56@gmail.com    

Treasurer Howard 

Hawkins 

417-544-0056 

pdgpcc@yahoo 

.com 

   

Past President Matthew Peet     

Executive 

Committee 

1 Year 

Ron Leggins     

Executive 

Committee 

2 Year 

Pat Malone 

Ron Ward 

    

Executive 

Committee 

3 Year 

 Paul Sheppard 

Chris Nash 

    

mailto:Mike.kidd01@gmail
mailto:ronkward@gmail.com
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Fly Fishing Tippets 

Something that all anglers should be sure to 

check, on a regular basis, is the condition of 

their lines, and in the case of fly fishermen, 

their leaders and tippets.  Most of the 

materials used for the manufacture of 

modern fishing lines are far superior to 

those of the past, however they will still 

degrade (break down) over time.  This is 

especially true of monofilaments exposed 

to sunlight and heat.  One of the newer 

products on the market is fluorocarbon 

leader material. According to manufactures 

claims, fluorocarbon materials become 

transparent in water.  Fluorocarbon lines 

are heavier than water, so will tend to sink 

better than regular monofilament lines that 

will tend to float (if you’re fishing dry flies, 

use regular monofilament line).  The one 

bugaboo about fluorocarbon line is the cost 

factor, 2-3 time more expensive that regular 

mono!  Last year I bought a spool of 

Seaguar Red Label 4 lb. @BPS.  It was one 

of the best investments in my fly fishing 

that I have made.  Next week this product is 

in the Bass Pro sales ad @ 50% off! 

 

Your chances of landing the “Big One” are 

only as good as the line that connects you 

to the fish! 

 
 

Fishing Reports: 
 
Speaking of big ones, most of you have 
probably seen the news of the new 
Missouri state record brown trout caught 
on Lake Tanecomo: 

 
Congratulations to Paul Crews on breaking the state 

record by catching a 34-pound, 10-ounce brown trout 

on Lake Taneycomo. (Pictured left to right: Phil 

Lilley, Paul Crews, and Jim Rayfield Sr) 

 

TANEY COUNTY, Mo. – The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) reports that Paul Crews of Neosho 

became the most recent record-breaking angler in Missouri 

when he hooked a brown trout on Lake Taneycomo using a rod 

and reel. 

The new “pole and line” record brown trout caught by Crews 

on Feb. 23 weighed 34-pounds, 10-ounces. The new record 

beats the previous state-record by 6 pounds and 2 ounces. 

Crews was fishing with 4-pound test line and a sculpin colored 

marabou jig. 

“I never would of have dreamed to catch a state-record fish 

like this,” Crews said. “I’m still in shock that I actually caught 

that giant brown trout.” 

Crews noted that he and his partner Jim Rayfield Sr. were out 

fishing in the Vince Elfrink Memorial Trout Tournament when 

he caught the state-record brown trout. 
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“I usually only trout fish one time a year and it’s this 

tournament,” Crews said. 

Crews said once he hooked the fish he wasn’t sure it was that 

large until it began fighting. 

“I fought the fish from one side of the lake to the other and 

back,” Crews said. “Finally, after about 20 minutes of fighting 

the trout, my partner and I were able to get it netted and bring 

it in the boat.” 

Crews added that he knew the fish was big once it was in the 

boat, but he never really thought much about it being a state 

record. 

“Once the fish was in the boat I just knew my partner and I 

won the tournament,” Crews said. “But I was shocked to hear I 

was a state record holder.” 

MDC staff verified Crews’ record-weight fish using a certified 

scale at Shepherd of the Hills Fish Hatchery. 

Crews said he took pictures and got the dimensions of the fish 

to make a replica, and then released the giant brown trout back 

into Lake Taneycomo 

Speaking of fishing, Mike Kidd and Ron 

Ward to a trip to Belize, to fish for Bone 

fish, come here them talk about it at the 

March meeting. 
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Fly of the month: 

Green Crackleback 

 

The Crackleback is an effective pattern 

that can be fished as a dry fly or a wet fly.  

Tying it as a dry fly, used the dry fly hooks 

TMC100 or TMC101.  Tying it as a wet fly, 

use the wet fly hooks TMC200R or 

TMC5263.  It can be tied with different 

materials and colors.  See picture below.  

Carolyn Parker from River Run Outfitters, 

ties the Pumpkin Crackleback using the 

UNI-Stretch Pumpkin.  Her fly introduced 

me to the UNI-Stretch thread and now use 

it for all my Cracklebacks.  Two tying tips: 

when tying off the UNI-Stretch, suggest 

that you start a new thread UNI-Thread 

8/0 black to tie off the UNI-Stretch.  This 

will eliminate the buildup of thread around 

the eye of the hook.  And second, I use a 

little super glue on the top of the body 

before I pull the Peacock herl forward.  

This will give the fragile herl strength, and 

also keep the herl from sliding down the 

sides. These flies are a must for any fly 
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box and suggest that you have extras and 

some in all color combinations. 

Materials 

 Hook: Tiemco TMC100, or 
TMC101 (TMC200R or TMC5263) 

 Hook Size: 12, 14, 16 
 Body: Green –  UNI-Stretch, or 

UNI-Floss, or Embroidery Floss, or 
UTC-Holo, 

 and Peacock Herl 
 Thread: UNI-Thread 8/0, Black 
 Hackle: Brown, Furnace Brown, 

others 

 

 

 

Quote of the Month 

 

 

 

Knot of the month:. 

 

This is now kind of an old school knot 

because many of today’s new lines come 

with a built in loop at each end of the line 

to facilitate connection to the backing and 

the leader, which eliminates the need for a 

nail knot! However if the fly line coating 

breaks down at the loop over several years 

of use, which will create a weak spot that 

will not transmit the energy from the fly line 

to the leader, This will significantly   

impacting presentation (especially when dry 

fly fishing)!  This is where a nail knot can 

replace your failing loop and return you line 

to full functionality! A Fast-Tie tool makes 

this significantly easier or a small tube such 

as the one that accompany cans of WD-40. I 

personally carry a Fast-Tie tool in my vest at 

all times, along with several leaders and #20 

Amnesia for replacing loops on my fly line. 

At least once a season, I find myself in the 

company of another angler whose fly line  
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and leader are in need of attention and 

having the ability to help them rebuild their 

leader and tippet is a bonus to my day. 

 

Recipe of the month: 

Potato Skin Bites: www.delish.com  

INGREDIENTS 

3 russet potatoes, scrubbed clean 

2 tbsp. olive oil 

Kosher salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 

Pinch cayenne pepper* 

1 tsp. garlic powder 

1 1/2 c.shredded cheddar 

6 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled 

Sour cream, for serving 

3 green onions, thinly sliced 

1. Preheat oven to 400°. Slice potatoes into 1/2" 
coins. 

2. In a large bowl, toss the potato rounds in olive 
oil. Season with salt, pepper, cayenne, and 
garlic powder, and toss until evenly coated. 
Place in a single layer on a large baking 
sheet. Bake for 30 to 40 minutes, until lightly 
browned and tender, flipping halfway through. 

3. Top each potato round with cheese and 
bacon. Broil until melty, about 2 minutes. 

4. Dollop sour cream onto each potato and 
garnish with green onions.** 

*Do not leave out! 

**  I place a half cup of sour cream in a 

sandwich size zip-lock bag, close it up and 

cut off a small “corner” piece so that you 

can apply the sour cream ala decorating a 

cake.  This makes it much simpler to apply 

the sour cream! 

 

The MTFA Branson chapter 

now has both an e-mail and 

P. O. Box 

mtfabranson@gmail.com 

MTFA Branson 

P. O. Box 1962 

Branson, MO 65615-1962 

 

 

http://www.delish.com/
https://www.delish.com/cooking/recipe-ideas/recipes/a51179/potato-skin-bites-recipe/
mailto:mtfabranson@gmail.com

