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Next Meeting:  February 6, 2019 

Where: Branson Lion’s Club 

1015 E Hwy 76, Branson MO  

When: 6:00-7:00 PM Fly-tying 

 7:00-9:00 PM Meeting 

President’s Message: 

 

Hi everyone!  Hope all is well. By the time 

you receive this news letter, I will be in the 

tropical paradise of Belize fishing with Ron 

Ward for Bone fish, Permit, Tarpon and 

whatever else we can catch!  Hopefully in 

March or April I will be able to present a 

program to the club about the experience. 

The new year is well underway, C&R comes 

to a close after this coming week-end and it 

won’t be long till the opening day of trout 

 

SOUTH WEST POWER ADMIN. 

Generation Schedule 

1-866-494-1993 

www.swpa.gov 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

   

 

season, on March 1st.  Speaking of opening 

day of trout season, we’ve got a new event 

schedule on March 1st, to help promote the 

MTFA. Many of us avoid fishing the trout 

parks on opening day due to the large 

crowds. However these large crowds would 

be a perfect opportunity to introduce many 

of these anglers to the benefits offered by 

the four MTFA chapters. So we are 

considering having a table set up at Larry’s 

Fly Shop at Bennett Springs on opening day 

for fly tying and handing out membership 

forms. 
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Calendar 

Feb. 6 Monthly Meeting @ Branson Lion’s 

Club, 6:00-9:00 

Feb.  9-10,  Ark of the Ozarks, Hunt & Fish 

Show, Springfield Expo Center. 

Feb. 16, Pavilion Clean Up, 10:00-2:00, 

Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery 

Mar. 1, Trout Opener 

Mar.6, Monthly Meeting @ Branson Lion’s 

Club, 6:00-9:00 

Mar. 9, Club Outing Bennett Springs, 

8:00AM-4:00PM 

Mar. 9, State Derby Meeting Bennett 

Springs, 1:00 PM 

Mar. 16, Pavilion Clean Up, 10:00-2:00 

Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery 

Mar. 28, 29 & 30, “Sow Bug Round Up” 

Baxter County  Fairgrounds. Mt. Home,  AR 

Apr. 3, Monthly Meeting @ Branson Lion’s 

Club, 6:00-9:00 

Apr. 13, Club outing Montauk Park 

Apr. 20, Pavilion Clean Up, 10:00-2:00 

May 1, Monthly Meeting @ Branson Lion’s 

Club, 6:00-9:00 

May 18, & 19, MTFA Derby at Bennett 

Springs! 

 

President Mike Kidd 314-606-7039 

Mike.kidd01@gmail. 

com 

Vice 

President 

 Ron Ward 417-2943769 

ronkward@gmail.com 

 

Secretary Roger 

Heimerson 

Heimr56@gmail.com 

Treasurer Howard 

Hawkins 

417-544-0056 

pdgpcc@yahoo 

.com 

Past 

President 

Matthew 

Peet 

 

Executive 

Committee 

1 Year 

Ron Leggins  

Executive 

Committee 

2 Year 

Pat Malone 

Ron Ward 

 

Executive 

Committee 

3 Year 

 Paul 

Sheppard 

Chris Nash 

 

 

Fly of The Month 

John Deere 

 

Smaller sizes fished under an indicator. 

mailto:Mike.kidd01@gmail
mailto:ronkward@gmail.com


Missouri Trout                     Branson Chapter 
Fishermen’Association       February 2019 

3 
 

 

If you haven’t been to the Sow Bug Round 

Up in Mt. Home Arkansas, you have been 

missing one of the PREMEIR fly fishing 

events in the Central United States! Here is 

their flyer and information for this years 

event. 

 

  Demonstrations by 100+ Expert Tyers, 

Seminars, Tying & Casting 

Instruction, Drawings, & Auctions 

  The Sowbug Roundup is a three day fly tying and fly 

fishing show that is held in 

 Mountain Home Arkansas. The next Sowbug Roundup 

will be held March 28th, 29th, and 30th 2019. This is 

the 22nd year that the North Arkansas Fly Fishers 

(NAFF) have put on the Sowbug Roundup. The first 

Sowbug had 20 tyers and 150 attendees. The 2018 

Sowbug had over 100 fly tiers and over 1000 

attendees.The Sowbug is basically a fly tying show. The 

tiers come from all over the USA and there are usually 

two or three from overseas. The show floor is set up to 

facilitate access to the fly tyers. Attendees are very 

much encouraged to sit and talk to the tyer as he ties a 

fly. The tiers love to talk about fly tying, fly fishing, and 

how to tie a fly. 

  The full name of the show is the Sowbug Roundup, a 

Celebration of Fly Fishing. One of the goals of the 

Sowbug is to encourage more people, especially young 

people, to become involved in fly fishing. The entrance 

fee is $10.00 per person for all three days and kids under 

12 free. Every day we have free introductory fly tying 

classes. Free fly casting lessons are available every day. 

The seminars (included in the entrance fee) are chosen 

to appeal to fly fishers of every experience level. On 

Saturday we hold a free drawing for kids for fly fishing 

gear. 

  The Sowbug Roundup is not a “vendor show” but we 

do have a nice selection of vendors selling fly fishing / 

fly tying products. ( no ginsu knives or insurance! ) The 

vendors come from all over the US. (The Sowbug has a 

waiting list for vendors). 

Some of the names that you might recognize are Dave 

Whitlock, Davy Wotton, Duane Hada, and TFO rods. 

  The Sowbug Roundup is the North Arkansas Fly 

Fishers sole annual fund raising event. The income from 

the raffles and silent auctions allow NAFF to finance its 

environmental and philanthropic activities. NAFF 

allocates $10,000 every year for scholarships to students 

majoring in the fishery or environmentally related fields. 

 

 

Quote of the month! 

 

“I still don’t know why I fish or why other men fish, 

except that we like it and it makes us think and feel.  But 

I do know that if it were not for the strong, quick life of 

rivers, for their sparkle in sunshine, for the cold 

grayness of them under rain and the feel of them about 

my legs as I set my feet hard down on rocks or sand or 

gravel, I should fish less often.  A river is never quite 

silent; it can never, of its very nature, be quite still; it is 

never quite the same from one day to the next.  It has its 

own life and its own beauty, and the creatures it 

nourishes are alive and beautiful also.  Perhaps fishing is 

for me, only an excuse to be near rivers.”  Roderick 

Haig-Brown, The Armhair Angler” 1986 

 

 

http://sowbugroundup.org/
http://sowbugroundup.org/
http://sowbugroundup.org/
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The Springfield and Branson MTFA clubs 

have obtained a table at this show and will 

have a presence there both days.  We will 

be tying flies and passing out information 

on our respective clubs. 

 

The Hunt and Fish Outdoor Show is the premier 

outdoor show in Southwest Missouri. This show 

features local and regional retailers of firearms, fishing 

tackle, rods and reels and other outdoor equipment. 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 from 8 AM - 5 PM 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 from 9 AM - 3 PM 

More info in the coming months! 

Visit outdoorshow.org for info! 

 

 

 

 

 

Knot of the Month 

Perfection Loop Knot 

 

This knot is one that has many uses.  If yor 

fly line does not have a preformed loop, you 

can nail knot a short piece of heavy 

monofilament to the end of your fly line 

and tie this knot on that short piece of 

mono.  Now you will have a loop on the end 

of your fly line to which attach your leader 

which also has a perfection loop.  If you tie 

your own leaders, you can use this knot to 

make your connection to your fly line.  

Monthly Program 

This month’s program will be a get ready for 

the upcoming season.  We will be tying flies 

and teaching knots.  Of you are having 

issues with your leaders or need help in 

setting up a new line on your reel, bring 

them to the meeting and we will help get 

you ready for the coming year.  We will 

demonstrate knots and knot tools 

http://outdoorshow.org/?fbclid=IwAR3__uL-lvcoErN3KuClsfdvExDDjWrfByi-64KDGHhjxPKxOovt19onj1U
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Recipe of the Month 

Courtesy of Field and Stream 

Ingredients 

Serves 2 

For the The Sauce 

Sauce is the most important part of nearly every 

meal, but that’s especially with this recipe. You’ll 

want to prepare the sauce first, so it can 

be ready when the liver and onions finish cooking. 

¾ cup salted butter 

1 Tbsp. yellow mustard 

2 Tbsp. soy sauce 

2 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar 

2 Tbsp. brown sugar 

½ tsp. minced garlic 

½ tsp. red pepper flakes 

1 tsp. dried thyme leaves (not optional) 

Black pepper to taste 

For the Liver & Onions 

If you’ve ever deep fried anything, this park will be a 

cinch. If you want to get rid of some gamey flavor, 

soak the liver in milk and place it in the refrigerator 

for an hour. 

1 deer liver 

1–2 Vidalia onions 

2 cups flour 

1 tsp salt 

1 tsp. black pepper 

1 tsp. smoked paprika 

½ tsp. cayenne pepper 

Canola, vegetable, or peanut oil 

1 cup buttermilk 

2 beaten eggs 

4 to 5 dashes hot sauce (optional) 

Directions 

For the Sauce 

1. Melt the butter in a saucepan over medium–low 

heat and slowly whisk in mustard, soy sauce, 

vinegar, brown sugar, garlic, and the spices. 

Sauces can be frustrating when there’s a high 

butter-to-oil ratio. But if the sauce breaks, you 

don’t necessarily need to start over. Pour the sauce 

into a mason jar with a lid and shake the life out of 

it, as you would a cocktail. 

2. Place the sauce in the refrigerator while you 

prepare the liver and onions. This allows the sauce 

to thicken to a better consistency. 

For the Liver & Onions 

1. Wash off the excess blood from the liver, and then 

slice it into half-inch medallions. Cut a yellow 

onion in half and slice it into rings or half rings. 

You can use however much onion you want, 

depending on the size of the liver. Just make sure 

you have enough for each bite of liver. 

2. Make an egg wash to coat the liver and onions 

before applying the flour. Whisk together the 

buttermilk and two beaten eggs, then add a few 

dashes of hot sauce. Then, for the batter, you’ll 

use the same flour mixture for the liver and the 

onions. Combine the flour, salt, black pepper, 

smoked paprika, and cayenne pepper. 

3. Dip the liver and onions into the egg wash, toss 

them in the flour mixture until evenly coated, and 

then fry them in separate skillets on medium heat. 

I like to nearly submerge the onions in oil, but the 

liver should only be halfway under. 

4. Fry the onions until golden brown, which should 

take about 5 minutes. Fry the liver for about 4 

minutes per side. 

5. You’re done. Arrange the medallions as 

attractively as you see fit, throw the onions on top, 

and generously pour the sauce over everything. If 

you’re trying to impress somebody, garnish with 

parsley. 

 

 

I used this recipe for my deer liver this year and I 

have one thing to say about the sauce, don’t taste it 

prior to serving your liver and onions.  If you do dare 

taste it prior to serving your liver and onions, you 

will have to make another batch!  It is without a 

doubt the most addicting sauce I have ever tried! It 

was all I could do not to eat all of the sauce at first 

taste. The onion rings were also some of the best I 

have ever eaten. Yeah the liver was also very tasty. 

 

 

https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-make-southern-style-venison-liver-and-onions
https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-make-southern-style-venison-liver-and-onions
https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-make-southern-style-venison-liver-and-onions
https://www.fieldandstream.com/how-to-make-southern-style-venison-liver-and-onions
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Legislative Update:  I was recently made aware of 

pending legislation that may have an effect on our 

outdoor pursuits.  Here is a “position paper” from 

Conservation Federation of Missouri regarding this 

bill MO HJR 18: 

 

The Conservation Federation of 

Missouri has taken a position on a 

legislative measure in the Missouri 

House of Representatives which would 

potentially take away the funding for 

Missouri’s conservation program.  MO-HJR 

18: Proposes a constitutional amendment to 

require that the conservation sales tax be 

renewed by voters every six years.  The 

CFM Legislative Action Center says the 

following: 

“The Conservation Federation of Missouri 

strongly opposes HJR 18. 

Over the last 40 years, the Conservation 

Commission has used the funds entrusted 

conservatively and responsibly. Available 

economic and social data proves that the 

payback on the investment has been 

extraordinary. Important points to consider 

are: 

1. The amount of money involved relative to 

the state budget is minuscule.  

2. There will be significant taxpayer cost for 

periodic ballots for re-authorization, both in 

time and dollars. 

3. Failure to re-authorize the sales tax would 

result in a catastrophic collapse of 

conservation related activities and service, 

closure of facilities, and layoffs of 

employees. 

4. The budgetary burden would rest on permit 

revenues and federal reimbursements, the 

latter of which would be in jeopardy as these 

funds typically require a state match — thus 

federal conservation/wildlife revenues due 

to Missouri would be divvied up among 

other states. Any difference in need would 

have to come from general revenue which 

the legislature would likely not provide. 

 

Missourians are justifiably proud of our 

conservation agency — widely regarded as 

one of the best in the nation.  There 

is little risk voters would ever choose to end 

the small sales tax, one penny per $8, that 

makes it all possible.  But that won't stop the 

uncertainty inherent in this effort.  No 

organization the size of the MDC can 

operate effectively when half of their budget 

at periodic risk.  Aside from making long-

term commitments and project planning 

impossible, it would end the ability to attract 

the best and brightest wildlife professionals 

to have their career in Missouri.  Thus this 

proposal severely damages the ability of the 

MDC to perform its mission even if not a 

penny was ever taken away. 

 

There are no compelling reasons for asking 

the citizens to re-authorize the dedicated 

funding. Most importantly, the people 

established this dedicated funding by 

initiative petition. If the people feel the need 

to re-visit how the Department of 

Conservation is funded, we believe the 

people, not the legislature, should be the 

body that initiates the change.”  The CFM is 

on record opposing such changes. The 

sponsor of this bill is: 

  

Representative 

Mike Moon 
District 157 
Republican  


