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Next Meeting: April 3, 2019

Generation Schedule

Where: Branson Lion’s Club

1-866-494-1993

1015 E, Hwy 76, Branson MO

www.swpa.gov

When: 6:00-7:00 PM Fly-tying
7:00-9:00 PM Meeting
President’s Message:

Duane guided DAVE Olsen and me on
Taneycomo using crank baits and we
caught several nice fish with his
technique. Duane previously guided in
Alaska. He is Phil Lilly’s right hand
man. Thanks to Duane I have caught
hundreds of trout using the pink power
worm on fly rods.Duane recently
donated two beautiful hand made
bobbins for the EXPO.
The Expo committees have been
meeting monthly and things are
progressing nicely . Numerous
donations are coming in from many fly
shops, guides, Branson Shows, and
others.

President’s message
Our April meeting will be on April 3rd at
the Branson Lion’s Club. Fly tying will
start at 6pm and the regular meeting will
begin at 7pm.

MTFA fly tiers are filling fly boxes with
hundreds of flys for the auctions and or
raffles at the EXPO.

Duane Doty of Lilly’s Landing will be our
guest speaker. Duane guides on
Taneycomo and is a wealth of
knowledge about anything to do with
this lake.

On Saturday March 16th our club held
it’s monthly litter cleanup at Tablerock
Dam. Members Mathew Peet, Mike
Kidd, Dave Olsen, Ron Leggins, Michael
Terry, and Howard Hawkins attended.
We picked up trash, promoted our club,
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and provided donuts, cookies, and
coffee to fishermen.

This report is courtesy of

Members interested in increasing their
fishing knowledge should contact any
member and help or companionship will
be provided.

29, 2019

Lilley’s Landing, dated March
Generation is about as constant as it
gets. With one unit down, the U.S.
Corps of Army Engineers is running the
other three units at full tilt 24/7. My
guess (for what's it worth) is that
officials are trying to run as much
water as possible through the system
(through Bull Shoals) because soon it
will all have to be held back due to the
mass of water heading down the
Mississippi. So they're running turbines
and a little flood gates at Beaver Dam - and Beaver is a little less than two
feet above power pool. They are
running three units full at Table Rock
Dam, and that lake is a little less than
a foot above power pool. Bull Shoals
Dam is running four full units and the
lake is a little less than one foot above
power pool. We just had about a halfinch of rain yesterday, so all the lakes
are holding at the moment, with no rise
or fall.

Mike

Calendar of events:

April 3……Monthly meeting
April 13….Monthly outing
Montauk
April 20….Pavilion Clean up
10:00AM-2:00 PM
May………Monthly meeting
May18 & 19 Annual Derby at
Bennett Springs
May’s Pavilion clean up will be
canceled so that member’s will
be able to attend the State

Lake Taneycomo's water is 43 degrees
and clear which is about normal for this
time of year. Our trout seem to be in
great shape, fighting hard when
hooked. We're seeing midge hatches
early and late in the day which the
trout key in on at times. We are not
seeing any shad coming in from Table
Rock through the dam.

Derby.

The best bite area has been drifting
from Monkey Island through the bridges
downtown Branson using red, orange or
pink PowerWorms on the bottom.
Depending on the wind, anglers are
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using 1/4-ounce weight to get the bait
to the bottom. PowerBait is also
working okay, as well as worms and
minnows. There are some slower parts
close to the bank where people are
anchoring and straight-lining bait and
doing well. If you try this area be sure
to pick a slow spot AND have a knife
ready to cut the anchor rope if you get
in trouble.

Our club president has been getting out
regularly.
Mike Kidd reports:“John Bush and I
fished the White River in Mountain
Home today prior to the Sowbug.” Here
is Mike with a nice brown!

The "white bite" is a thing of the past
I'm afraid, at least until the next time
officials open the flood gates. We
didn't get a long enough run of
threadfin shad for those trout to stay
on the white bite this time. They're
back on darker colors -- brown, black,
sculpin, sculpin/peach and
sculpin/ginger. It's not that you won't
catch a fish on white, but just not as
many.
Work the jig in slack water against the
bank from the dam down and in the
middle on the bottom. Use 1/8th- to
1/16th-ounce jigs, depending on line
size and what you're working. Also, the
wind becomes a factor. If it's breezy,
switch to a heavier jig to control it,
and/or two-pound line.
Fly fishermen are drifting a scud, egg
fly or San Juan Worm on the bottom in
the trophy area and doing pretty well,
too. A great group from Oklahoma are
fishing this week and catching nice
rainbows on those flies. Their best area
has been the Narrows, about 1/2-mile
above Fall Creek. Make sure you're on
the bottom there, or you won't garner
bites.

Hopefully the water on Taneycomo will
be wadeable by mid August! Until then
remember that the trout parks are going
full tilt and Crane creek should be pretty
good till the heat hits in June – July.
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Also the pay to play places, Mountain
Spring Trout Park and Rockbridge Trout
Ranch are another possibility.
Remember that Rockbridge Trout
Ranch has a locals discount the first
Wednesday of every month!

Mike Kidd

314-606-7039
Mike.kidd01@gmail.
com

Vice President

Ron Ward

417-294-3769
ronkward@gmail.com

Secretary

Roger
Heimerson

Heimr56@gmail.com

Treasurer

Howard
Hawkins

417-544-0056
pdgpcc@yahoo
.com

Past President

Matthew Peet

Executive
Committee
1 Year

Ron Leggins

Executive
Committee
2 Year

Pat Malone
Ron Ward

Executive
Committee
3 Year

Paul Sheppard
Chris Nash

President

“Sow Bug”
By the time you read this, the 2019 “Sow
Bug” will be history. If you didn’t get to
Mountain Home for this annual event, you
missed a good one. Ron Leggins and myself
went down on Thursday morning for a half
day of walking around and watching some
truly gifted fly tyer’s perform their art.
Among those were some of our members
from both the Branson and Springfield
clubs. Mike Kidd from the Branson club and
John Bush from the Springfield club were
tying Thursday morning and I know that
Steve Fritz and Howard Hawkins were also
scheduled to tie. We also bumped into
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another Branson member, Michael Terry
and his wife, along with some of the
members of the KC club. A special shout
out goes to Larry Weggman who was one of
the winners of the annual fly tying contest
with a beautiful Salmon fly! The North
Arkansas Fly Fishers put on a really good
show. They had silent auctions and bucket
raffles for many great items highlighted by a
kayak, a sage rod and Simms waders! Here
is a short slide show from the “Sow Bug”:

Figure 3 Joe Jackson from Indianapolis, IN

Figure 1 John Bush

Figure 4 Mike Morphew-Realistic Fly Tyer

Figure 2 Mike Kidd
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have their fly featured in the “fly plate” to
be auctioned on Saturday, July 27, 2019 at
the Branson Fly Fishing Expo!
Rules have been kept to a minimum. The
entrant must tie the fly submitted for
judging. Each entry must include the name,
address, phone number, and email address
along with two flies for each pattern
submitted (they must be exactly the same
size, color, etc.). You need to include the
recipe for the fly, instructions on how to
fish it and the category you wish to have it
judged in. There will be nine categories;
nymph, dry fly, wet fly, traditional
streamer(single hook), articulated streamer,
bass bug, salmon/steelhead, salt water and
best in show. You may submit as many
patterns for as many categories as you
want. You can win a maximum of three
categories (best in show is considered a
category). All flies submitted will become
the property of the Branson Fly Fishing
Exposition and will not be returned. Any fly
that contains real insect parts (legs, wings,
etc.) will be eliminated from competition.
The decision of the judges is final.
Committee members and judges are not
eligible to participate in the contest.

Figure 5 Fly Plate 2019 Sow Bug

As you can see it was a great show!
Branson Fly Fishing Expo First Annual
Fly Tying Contest
The 2019 Branson Fly Fishing Expo is just
around the corner. To commemorate our
third annual event, we’ve decided to hold a
fly tying contest. This competition is open
to one and all with the exception of the
Expo committee and selected judges. To all
interested tyers, remember you can’t win
unless you enter. There are many very
talented tyers out there who often go
unnoticed, don’t let that be you. I can tell
you from personal experience that viewing
the look of amazement on your companions
faces when they see your fly, top-center in
the fly plate is, as they say “priceless”!
Winners from each category will receive a
plaque to commemorate the event and

To participate, all you have to do is send
your flies, recipes, and fishing instructions
to me, Matthew Peet % MTFA Branson,
P. O. Box 1962, Branson, MO 65615-1962
All entries must be received by June 1,
2019. Winners will be announced June
15,@ www.mtfa-springfield.org and
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www.facebook.com/groups/MTFA.Springfie
ld/events/
Matthew Peet
Knot of the month.
Blood knot

Recipe of the Month - Fish Tacos
April is a great month for outdoors oriented
folks in Missouri. White Bass will soon be
going up tributaries to spawn, crappie will
begin their migrations from deeper waters
to brushy banks to begin their annual
spawning ritual. Which brings me to this
month’s recipe. This recipe comes from
hiddenvalley.com.

Ingredients (5)
Used for joining two lines together, the
Blood Knot is a tried and true fishing knot
and a favorite of fly fishermen. The strength
of the knot is increased by making at least 5
and up to 7 wraps on each side of the knot. It
works best with lines of approximately equal
diameter. Although this is a very simple
knot to look at, it is somewhat difficult to tie
the first couple of time you try it. I know a
very simple method that make this knot
much simpler to tie-ask me!



8 Crappie fillets



½ pound coleslaw or shredded cabbage
¼ cup Hidden Valley Southwest Chipotle



8 corn tortillas heated



1 cup salsa
STEP 1
Prepare fish fillets as you would normally. Combine
coleslaw and dressing. Toss to combine. Wrap
tortillas in a paper towel and microwave for 30
seconds or until warm. To assemble, place 1 fish
fillet on the warmed tortilla. Top with dressed
coleslaw and salsa.

This is a great warm weather dish, served
with an ice cold beverage?
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Quote of the Month
“There will always be days when the fishing
is better than one’s most optimistic
forecast, and others when it is far worse.
Either is a gain over just staying home.”
Roderick Haig-Brown, Fisherman’s Spring
1951.






Fly of the Month
Dorsey’s Mercury Blood Midge is a
great fly. The glass bead head represents
an air bubble. The best way to fish this fly
is to Dead drift with a strike indicator.
Suggest that you tie a dropper fly off this
midge like Dorsey’s Top Secret Midge.






Hook: Tiemco TMC200R
Hook Size: 12, 14, 16, 18
Body: UNI-Thread Red 8/0
Bead: Killer Caddis Class Bead
Diamond – MGS, SM (the glass
bead represents an air bubble)
Head: Back Thread (I use a Black
Sharpie to color the red thread
black instead of changing threads)
Ribbing: Small Gold Wire
Thorax: Peacock Herl

Fishing Instructions: Dead drift with a
strike indicator. Suggest tying Dorsey’s
Top Secret Midge as a dropper off this fly.
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