
Updated 1/25/2017 by Dennis Stead 
D. H. Thompson and Herter – the companies and their vises. 
 
D. H. Thompson was American manufacturer of fly tying vises and tools. Herbert Thompson, a young mechanic and avid 
fly fisherman developed the Model A Thompson vise in the early1900 (estimate 1909 or earlier).  See the history taken 
from page 2 of the D. H. Thompson catalog #54 1989/1990. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 The original address for D. H. Thompson Manufacturing was 335 Walnut Avenue, Elgin, Illinois.  This was Thompson’s 
home and he keeps that address even after he moves his manufacturing to 11 North Union Street, Elgin, Illinois. 
 
Herbert Leon Thompson had over 100 patents, and lived with Dorice H. Thompson at 335 Walnut, Avenue, Elgin, IL. 
Google maps show this house at that location.  The company name D. H. Thompson was probably name after Dorice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was the address listed on the free catalog you received after sending then a request for it.  This is where it all started.  
Later they moved manufacturing to 11 North Union Street, Elgin, IL.  I have seen this address stamped on the boxes their 
tackle tools came in.  Google maps show this building at that location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Per George Leonard Herter in his book Professional Fly Tying, Spinning and Tackle Making Manual and Manufacturers’ 
Guide

 

 publishing in 1941, page 3, states, “An American, Mr. D. H. Thompson, of Elgin, Illinois, made the first 
advancement in fly vises a good many years ago by bringing out a lever-operated model which worked on the cam 
principle.  He also designed several pressure pin type operated models and various attachments for speeding up the 
production of flies in general.”  As Thompson patents ran out, many companies started copying or making minor changes 
to Thompson designs and putting their name.  In the early 1940’s, Herter’s copied just about all of them.   

In the book, “Modern Development of the Dry Fly”

 

 by Frederic Halford, published in 1910, he talks about the Thompson 
Model A fly tying vise.  See the following information was taken from his book.  See pages 46, 47 and 48.  The main 
reason to have this information is to establish the date before 1910 when D. H. Thompson was manufacturing these vises. 

“The Thompson Fly-tying Vice 
To the majority of amateur fly-dressers, the Thompson fly-tying vice is probably quite unknown.  Described by Mr. Charles 
C. Elliott in an American periodical, this extremely handy tool has only recently made its way over to this country. Its 
originality of design might conceivably cause it to be looked upon with some suspicion, but its construction has been 
well thought out, and the inventor appears to have overcome all the faults and objectionable features 
which are inherent in the ordinary cheap vice, obtained for a shilling or so at the tackle shop……..” 
 
So, I started collecting the Thompson vises focusing on the cast iron models.  I watched a YouTube video by the 
classicflytyer on Vintage D. H. Thompson Fly tying Vises.  This is the link if you would like to see it. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynfj01c4RSw 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ynfj01c4RSw�


This was a great help in helping me understand about the different models that Thompson made.  The last information I 
have on the D. H. Thompson Tackle Tools is in 1990.  In 1990, they produced a VHS. 
 
In Popular Science Magazine dated Jan 1956, Vol 195, No1 page 73, you could get a D. H. Thompson Catalog for free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wanted find a free catalog down load but was not successful.  In my searching, I came across catalog number 22 which 
would estimate it was from the late 50’s or early 60’s.  The catalog was published and mailed to a customer in California 
before zip codes were used and the postage for mailing this catalog was only 3 cents.  I was able to purchase it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the first problems I ran into was there were other vises, especially cast iron vises looked the same as Thompson 
but had the Herter’s name on them. As D.H.Thompson’s patents ran out, other manufactures like Herter copied 
Thompson’s vises and tools. The Thompson vise had the Thompson Name and an alpha letter casted into the vise while 
the Herter’s vise had The Herter’s Name and a number casted the vise.  The knobs and levers will be black, brown or the 
same color of the casting not red like on the Thompson. 
 
Naturally, I had to find a Herter’s Catalog so I can compare the difference between the two companies.  The cover of the 
Herter’s Wholesale Catalog No. 56 is shown above dated 1948. 
 
My original focus was on the cast iron vises but I soon realize that the main seller for Thompson was the Model A and for 
Herter is was the Model 9.  So they were included.   
 
When I started purchasing these old vises, I bought more than one of the same Model.  Even though they were the same 
model number or letter, there were variations between them.  I can only assume that they must have been build at 
different times making one an early version of the other.  In this report, I will show some of these variations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   



Thompson’s Model A – Below is the original copy of the page advertizing the Model A out of Thompson’s Catalog.  Next 
to this page is a photo of the model A I have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herter’s copy of Thompson’s Model A was call Model 9.  One of the noticeable differences was that 
Herter’s vise Stem is 2.5” longer that Thompson’s Model A.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

On the c-clamp casting Herter’s vise is the name Herter’s and No 9.  Thompson’s c-clamp has no 
markings. 

 

 

 

 

 

I like the longer Herter’s No. 9 vises.  Because of its longer length, you could add either a revolving 
utility tray or a Pedestal Mount Utility tray. Look under the revolving utility tray below and you will see 
a bearing which is usually missing.  But you can get one from Ace Hardware.  The Pedestal mount 
tray screwed into you work area and a wing nut to lock the vises shaft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



If you look close at the Herter’s No 9, you will see a hole in the shaft.  With the hole you could insert a 
leader with a loop and weighted end and use that for a material clip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. H. Thompson also produced a variation of the Model A that they call the “Ultra” Vise.  This vise 
allowed you to adjust the angle of the jaws.  Do not have one of these. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Thompson’s Model B – I have two model B’s.  One manufactured early and the other newer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see, the older model B had a Brass disk on the C-Clamp and the new model used a metal 
disk.  The color red is brighter on the new model.  All the cast iron vises had the model letter and the 
D H Thompson  Elgin ILL on the vise. 

Thompson’s Model SB – was a short version of the Model B vise.  It was called the Short B.  On the 
side of the casting is the letters SB.  I am still looking for this Short B for my collection.  It was 4.5” 
high while the B was around 8.5” high.  Catalog description is above. 

 

 

 

 

  



Herter’s Model 3 and Model 4 was another copy of Thompson’s Model B and Model SB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of the Herter Vises, I have one Model 3 and two Model 4’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are some variations in the two Model No 4’s show below.  Notice the casing that holds in the 
jaws and the jaws are different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Herter’s Model 4 was not as short as Thompson’s Model Short B.  Herter’s Model 4 was 6.5” tall. 

Thompson’s Model C – Information on the model C from Thompson catalog is listed on the page 
above.  I have two of them.  One has a Flat jaw and the other has a round jaw.  Again, another 
variation.  This might date the vises but have no way of finding out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



D.H. Thompson had a “Special C” Vise. Do not have one of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thompson’s Model D – this model had a one piece jaw and the lever was held in place with a hex 
bolt. The side of the jaw were the hex head was, was cast to hold the hex head.  The base was a 
screw base not a c clamp.  The letter D is cast on the side. They had another Model G with the same 
jaws but it had a c clamp for clamping to your work area.  I do not have either one of these vises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Herter’s No 11 was a copy of Thompson’s Model G with a c clamp. This one I have 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the picture of the two jaws above you can see the difference.  One is cast in one piece jaw and the 
other has separated jaws with a spring between the jaws.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Thompson Model E and Model F have the separated jaws.  I have the Model F but not the E. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Model F – I have.  This is just like the Model E but has a c-clamp for securing to the work area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herter offered a few more vises.  The Model 6 Heavy Duty Vise, a Model 6A Vise , a Model 7 lever 
operated vise,  a Model 11R Fast production Revolving vise and a Model 12 R Revolving vise.   

I do have the Model 6, or the Model 6A or the Model 11R or the Model 12R.  But do have the Model 
7.  The pages to follow are from the Herter’s 1948 catalog. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a closer look at the Model 7’s I have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both marked No 7, but the jaw housing and the jaws are different.  The c-clamp screws are different, 
one is 3.15” and the other is 2.4”.  The lock nuts are different.  I like this vise because of the c-clamp 
gap.  The c-clamp gap is 1.6” and most vises c-clamp gaps are 1.4” or less.  Because of the strange 
gap in the vise, it can be angle out or in.  When you clamp down on your hook, it is not ever going to 
move. 

In D. H. Thompson’s catalog, they show additional vises.  But not being cast iron and very basic, I 
have not focused on collecting them.  But here is that page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There is currently a D. H Thompson Inc.  Selling Thompson Vises.  The Vise they are selling: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There address is different from the original D. H Thompson, It is D. H Thompson Inc., 200 Industrial 
Drive, Hampshire, IL 60140-7903, phone 847-683-0051.  They must have bought out the rights to the 
Thompson name and the products that Thompson was making.  Their packaging has the new 
address and they are stating that they have been in business since 1919. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I tried locating the address on Google maps but just shows me storage buildings. 

 

 

 



 

Of the vises from this Thompson Company,  the Pro – I have.  This was an update to the original 
model A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is my start, trying to understand a little of the history, understand the differences between the two 
companies, and some of the differences in the vises with the same model letters or numbers.  As I 
continue to collect, I will update this article. 

 


